


In his preface to the book, Baker-roshi said:

Here we have in this extraordinary labor of love and intelligence by Lama Anagarika
Govinda, a basis for and a means to understanding the / Ching directly. Until now, all
occidental studies, commentaries, and translations have been based on the accumulation
of Chinese commentaries, and not on the structure of the 7 Ching itsell — the trigrams,
hexagrams, and their permutations and systematization. The 7 Ching is probably the
most subtle structural representation of the active inter-independency of the human
mind and the phenomenal world that has yet been made by man.

Although language awakens us to developed possibilities of common thought, still lan-
guage guides our thought into the predictable and repetitious. By contrast, the I Ching
summons the mind to its more inherent possibilities, without the conscription of names
and syntax. Where language describes, the I Ching implies, suggests, guides us to what
we could not or would not have thought of, thus returning the mind to its own emotive
and mathematical workings prior to the conceptual and controllable expressions of
language.

When these lines and their alternations have been studied and understood, the 7 Ching
can awaken us to what we more actually feel, think and can do. While language is for
communicating with others, the I Ching is for communicating with oneself and ourself.

Another project for the future is Walking in Beauty: Reflections of A Yurok Indian Educa-
tion, teaching and stories by Harry Roberts.
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