
Dear Wendy , 

Maria n Wi s berg 
5000 King3 Vall ey Rd . 
Crescent City , CA 95530 
April 17 , 1985 

I ' v e almost caught up now writing friends and reaative~ 
to let them kn ow where we are and why a nd to g ive them our 
mailing address . We ' ve completed the first stage of our move 
to Idaho and all went smoothly wi t h only one minor crisis .--· We ' re 
storing our stuff in Cresent City in northern California becau~~ 
Jack'~ parents live he re and bec a u5e it ' s half way to Boise. Be
cause I still don ' t drive (on the highwa y) get ting two trucke 
and two trailers moved the f irst 600 miles took some car eful 
planning . On our f irs t trip nor t h we took the travel- tra iler 
a nd the welding truc k with t he welder in it . Both the weld er 
and the trailer are hea vy so that was all Jack felt it was safe 
to haul on the first trip. We unloa« ed the welder at Jac k ' s 
parents and the travel trailer at a pleasant, uncrowded trailer 
park with a country setting. Then we drove the welding truck 
back to Montery , put it in stora ~ e and went back to our cabin 
and loaded the ut i lity trailer with tools and outside equipment 
and the h e avi e st boxes. (I feel noble for reducing our books and 
Nati onal Geo graphies to 3 appl e b oxes) . We too k t his load to 
town and packed it in the weld i ng truc k . (Because the road to 
the cabin is so rough we couldn ' ~ drive the welding tru ck up to 
the cabi n to load it . ) Then we returned to the cabin and packed 
our household stuf f in the utility trailer : o ld pots and pans and 
dishes and bedd i ng and clothes and (luxuty , luxury) my favorite 
Good Will patched na ugahyde Lazy Boy chair . Then we said our 
last 0 oodbys to the mountamns of Big Sur. We f elt satisfied 
t hat we had c ompleted ~ur karma there and tried to leave t he 
cabin a nd property clean and orderly. When we phoned our landlord 
in Chicago he said he d idn't plan to sell the p lace so if we ever 
wanted to come back to it he'd kick·out his new caretakers which 
mad e us feel good but we won ' t return. Th e landlord hasn ' t seen 
the proper ty f o r about 12 y ears but he said he just happened to 
be flying to San Francisc o in a couple of weeks and would take 
a trip up to the mountain to see it . 

Our timin~ couldn't have been better . Even thou5h March 
and April are n ormally r ainy months i n northern California we had 
warm dry weather on each of our trips. Our mov e went s moothly 
because we h ad plenty of time to plan t it. 

We expect to stay here in Crescent City another few weeks 
while Jack helps his Dad with some projects and finishe~ up 
some of his own . (He' s painting the roof af th e trailer today . ) 
Then we plan to store th e 4 - wheel drive a nd utility trailer at 
Jack ' s Dads and take the travel- trailer pulled by the welding 
truck (it ' s a one - ton with dual back wheels and lots of storage 
compartments f or stuff we like to have on the road J We will use 



(take) the summe r to loo k for a house to rent or caretake for the 
winter . When we find a hous e we'll co .ue back to Cr e scent City 
and g et the 4-wneel ~drive and utility trailer with essential 
ho u sehold stuff. We don ' t expect to complete the move until 
next spring . 

Whenever Jack tells anyone we're moving t o Idaho they all 
say , " It 's cold in Idaho." I tell Jack i t must just be Mara'3 
devils trying to grighten us. After all there are lots of old 
people and babies who live in Idaho and they seem to be gett i ng 
a l ong illK . Also, per capita Idaho has more mi l li onares than any 
other state and that must mean Idaho ' s got something special to 
balance t h e cold weather. I remember the one thing I most 
feared when I was preparing to go to Tassajara to live . It wa3 
the f ear of h ow I ' d suvive the win ters in unheated cab in3 and 
zendo in that dark cold valley. I discovered the co l d was ex
illerating and not a big problem. 

Now I think of you a nd Bob selecting Sweden and New Hampehire 
as your homes . There must be berths in warmer states. 

I don't know if we'll like Southern Idaho but it shou ld g ive 
ua a central location where we can look over the area more thorough : 
to try and find the place that fills most of our top prioritie~ : 
inexpens ive rural rentals , mountains , rivers , lakes and desert3 
nearby . Southern Idaho offers one advantage that none of the 
other Western States have : dozens of ho t sulpher s prings , many 
primitive and many developed. Hot springs have r i sen on our 
list o f prioities as we ' ve gotten older--particul arly as I 've 
developed an ann oying case of arthritis in my shoulders and hips . 

The post card is so you can send me a brief note to let 
me know when Bob is safely on Am erican shores. It must be harde5t 
of all for you not knowing in between telephone calls how Bob ie 
d o i ng . 

Good luck on your search for your own home . By the time 
Bob gets home from this trip he should b e really happy to have 
a ball ~and-chain to encourag e him to settle do wn. 
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