








It is necessary for a gardener to make his garden beautiful. If possible, the
gardener should express some meaning, or some particular beauty, according to
some order. If someone wants the gardener to build a calm garden, the gardener
must make the garden accordingly. If he wants a solemn or austere feeling, the
gardener makes the garden austere. The gardener has to choose the material and
make it austere by contrast, or by association, or by harmony. If there is a sharp,
straight, narrow stone, it expresses some mystical feeling. If the stone is this way
[making a shape with his hands], it expresses calmness or peacefulness. And
these two shapes are in contrast. But a round stone will be harmonious with
every other stone. It goes perfectly with any kind of form. A stone which has a
wide base expresses a stable feeling. This stone is in contrast with a massive stone,
and a long, upright stone and a massive stone are in order. You cannot make a
beautiful garden if you just arrange the stones in order. So you should use some
stones which are in contrast with the stones you're using.

The way to create harmony is to have some rules. We may have many colors, and
they may be in harmony or contrast. If you arrange the six colors in order,
starting from red, and going to orange, yellow, green, blue, and violet, that is the
color order. If you use red and yellow together, that is harmony. And if you use
red and green, that is contrast. By following those rules, vou will accomplish your
purpose, and you will have a beautiful garden.

So just living however you like is not the way. If you want to live the way, you
should follow some rules. Tf you want to hve, in the true sense of the word, in
relationship with others, and in refationship with the “you’ which has been living
in the past, and which will live tomorrow, there must be some rules. Although it
may look like there are no rules, actually there are strict rules. This point is also
emphasized in Zen. Zen is not just personal practice, and our entightenment is
not just personal attainment. When we attain enlightenment, everything should
be enlightened. That is the rule of enlightenment, When we find our position in
this moment, we say that we attain enlightenment. And when we live accordingly
with other beings, we say that we attain enlightenment.

If you think enlightenment is just a personal experience, this idea is like collect-
ing only square stones or only round stones. If someone likes beautiful stones,
in which he can see some unusual blue or some unusual white, he will keep
collecting the same stones. But with so many of the same stones, you cannot
build an interesting garden. You should use various stones. Enlightenment is the
same. If you attach to some particular enlightenment, that is not true enlighten-
ment. You should have various enlightenments. And you should experience
various experiences, and you should put more emphasis on relationships
between one person and another. In this way, we should practice back and forth,
according to the position in which we find ourselves.







R: Yes, the gardener gives it some water and works it every day. He or she is very
busy, day by day.

Q: Should the gardener build his garden the way he wants it, or the way other
people would like it to be built?

R: Some gardeners should build according to what has been ordered. But one
may build a garden just for oneself.

Q: Why did you chose a garden as an example?
R: Because I like therr; I understand them.
Q: What happens if you don’t follow the rules of order?

R: Actually, it is not possible to not follow order or rules. But if you do not know
how to follow the order, you will not be successful in your work—you cannot do
anything, actually. It will be a waste of labor and time. But the more you work on
it, the more you will have intuition to help you follow the rules. Actually; it is not
possible for us not to follow any rules. Even though you may look Jike you're not
following any rules, in fact, you are following rules.

Q: You said that even though it doesn’t look like it, we're always following the
rules whether we know it or not. Through practice, do we get to a point where
we can pick which rules we are following more than we can now?

R: Yes, that is practice, you know. So that is why we should practice our way back
and forth,

My practice should not be just giving lectures to you. I should sometimes listen
to you. We have to change our positions in our practice. That is very important.

Q: If alot of insects come in and start eating up the garden, or if theres a hail
storm or a frost, what do you do then?

R: Right at that point it is necessary to follow some rules. And you should have
some purpose. We say gan [pranidhana, vows to some particular end]. Gan
means to have some purpose. For Buddhists, to save all sentient beings, even
though it is not possible to save them all, is our final desire. Our effort should be
pointed in that direction. So if the purpose of growing your garden is to help
hungry people, you should protect the plants from hail and insects.

There should be some purpose, or else we cannot live, To live means to have
some purpose. And that purpose is sometimes not complete, or not wide
enough. Everyone works for someone. Even a thief will be kind to his wife,
or at least to himself. But he is not being kind enough to his neighbors. That
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