





zendo is just to pick up a speck of dust. Not a big thing. It may be just a small
thing; but, nevertheless, if you don’t do it, nothing will happen. When he says the
nation will be prosperous, he means zen students will prosper.

Many zen students come to Zen Center or go 1o some other zen center. Is this
something meaningful or not? If something good happens, at the same time some-
thing bad will happen. Most likely if one good thing happens, ten or twelve or
more than twenty bad things will happen. So we should think, when we pick up a
speck of dust, whether it is a good or a bad thing to do. But if you don’t, nothing
will happen (laughing). This is also true. What will you do? Will you pick up a
piece of dust or not pick up a piece of dust? Or will you leave everything as it is
without saying anything?

Many people choose to let beings suffer, let them go in the wrong direction, say-
ing, “that is not our problem. Let them go as they go: I cannot do anything with
you.” That is, “we will nort pick up any dust.”” But if you want to do something
with them, or if you want to help them, ar the same time many bad things will fol-
low. That is very interesting and very real. As Dogen Zenii said, if you pick up
one thing, there is birth and death, enlightenment and delusion, Buddha and sen-
tient beings, and something good and something bad. So we cali it Genjokoan.
That is our koan to solve, the acmal koan we have.

The purpose of Buddhism is not to establish Buddha’s teaching, or buddhist
groups, but to help people to find their own way when they cannot find their own
way. S0 Buddha gives them some warning: ‘If you do not follow the right path,
you will be fost.” That is the only reason Buddha left his teaching for human
beings. So if all sentient beings follow the right path, there is no need to pick up
anything. But some buddhists will make a big mistake. They try to establish some-
thing for the sake of Buddhism in its narrow sense.

The real purpose of Buddhism is to bring us to the point where we do not need
Buddha’s teaching or Zen Center even. Wirthout a teacher we can follow our own
way. That is best. That is the goal of Buddhism. The goal of Buddhism is to bring
about the right human life where there is no Buddhism. So to develop our human
life to the point where there is no need to pick up anything is why we make our
effort. And personally, that is why the more we make effort, the more we have
trouble. It is because we always try to pick up or establish something in its small
sense (chuckling).

If we establish something just to make more trouble, it doesn’t make sense. So the
most important point of our practice is to always try to do something with big
mind, When you do something with big mind, if there is no need to do it, you will
not do it. Only when vou have to do it will you do it.

Setchd’s appreciatory word for that is, “Old men will be unable to relax their eye-
brows as they would otherwise.” Old zen masters with tense eyebrows will say,
*Ah, silly boys starting Zen Center at Tassajara; they shouldn’t do that’ (laugh-
ing). If we do not start Zen Center, they can relax their eyebrows. They may feel
better.
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