MODEL SUBJECT N O . 53 from the HEKIGAN ROKU ( BLUE CLIFF RECORDS )
Introductory Word by En ·go
Introducing En·go said, "Obtaining the sole existing Independent body, the total free activity takes
place." (When you become one with an object, your activity is omnipresent, the activity of one
existence.) '"On each occasion, an enlightened mlnd ls quite free from intercourse with the world."
(This is called intuitive free activity.) "Only because he has no idea of self are his words powerful
enough to put an end to ordinary mind." (Ba ·so's powerful way in this main subject.) Think tor a
while. After all, from what place did the ancients get the ultimate restfulness. Ponder about the
following subject.
Main Subject
Attention! Once, while Ba·so was walking with his disciple Hyaku·jo, wild ducks were flying over
them. Ba·so, the great teacher, said, '"What are they?"' Hyaku·jo said, "They are wild ducks." Ba · so
said, "Where are they going?" Hyaku·jo said, "They are flying away."
Ba·so gave Hyaku·jo's nose a great tweak. Hyaku·jo cried our with pain. Ba·so said, "Did they
Indeed Cly ore?"
~by Reverend S. Suzuki
&·so Do·itsu (709·788) was a man of mighty physique. It is said that his eyes were like a tiger's
eyes, that he walked 11.ke a bull, and that his tongue reached to his nose when he talked. He was the
r-wc.1u·~ d_isc iple of Nan·gaku Ejo (?·775) and spiritual grandson of the Sixth Patriarch, Dal·kan E·no
(638 ,Z 13) During his life and under the patronage of the Tang emperors, Buddhism in China was
~-•..,.pread!!llJ apidly .
lfle posthumous name was Dai ·jaku Zen·ji. (Zen·ji means Zen Master.) One hundred and thirty·
q1li&~
·- s attf:ined enlightenment under him. Hyaku·Jo E·kal was one of his five most outstanding
iff!ctp?iiit
a · zan Ho·shaku, Model Subject No . 37; Ma · yoku Ho·tetsu, No. 31; Nan·sen Fu·gan,
Nos. 2, ; , , }40, 63, 64, 69; Tai · bai Hojo.) It bas been 1050 years since Hyaku · jo B·kai Zen·ji
passed away. In japan this year they held big memorial services for him la many Zen temples.
Hyaku · jo established for the firsl time monastic rules and a special monas1ery for Zen monks in a
'e s~~'aad advanced understanding of Vinaya. Before Hyaku·Jo, almost all Zen monks practised
n
tell)ples of the Vlnaya school.
iill~"JIO's way of Buddhist life ls not altogether the same as the Indian way of devotional U!e. In
of the most important practices for a Zen student was physical tabor or to work on building
This kind of work was thought to be wrong activity for monks in lndta. These Chinese
s must have appreciated a cup of tea alter their bard work . It was from tbls practice and the
ttaln deep way In which their appreciation was expressed that the tea ceremody developed.
Buddhism became more a part of practical life and was expcessed as near·at ·hand truth In such
ways as "have a cup of tea" or "if I do nor work one day, I do not ear one day. "
Hyaku·Jo B· kai Zen·Ji (720·814)
Posthumous oame Dalchizengi
Grandson of Dai·kan E·no, the 6th Chinese Patriarcb,Son of Ba·so Do·itsu
·baku· Kiua (Huang Po, father of Rlnzal) and l·san Rel·yu (founder of l·gyo School)
old a Memorial Service for Hyaku·jo during the ooe·week sesshln,
August 24 • 30, 1964
acti
ea under Ba·so for 20 years. There Is no break In Ze.a practice. Who but
Hyaku-jo
alert Zen Masters , would know that by these wild d ucks was meant Buddhatathata. Hyaku · jo was too
rruth.ful to his 1eacher's question to realize the secret poi nt, and he said , "They are wild duc ks ."
Ba·so was pleased wl.th his disciple's usual Innocent answer; but as an efficient reacher of a good student, he had to be a poison oak. So Ba·so said, "Where are they going?" This is a so -called old
woma.o 's kindness or to go Into a donkey's belly . In the realm ol Buddbatathata (reallty), there is no
where to come from · for ducb; but from the staDdpolnt of the relative there are the ducks flying away
over their heads. For a good Zen Master Like Hyalru-jo, his way should al;ways be free, sometimes
relative, sometimes absolute . But Instead be alwa ys remained In the relative way of observance.
llll·so wanted him to get over the relative by himself. That Is why Ba·so put co Hyalru·jo a s trong
relative question expecting a kind of strong absolute answer. But Hyaku·jo remained In his pure com·
piece Innocence and presented a relative answer, "They have flown away." So at last Ba · so gave
Hyalcu·jo's ooae a sharp tweak with his big hand and Hyaku · jo cried out with pain.

(Continued from page l )

Th"1eupon Ba-so said, "Have they Indeed Clown oCC?" and cnllgh1cned Hyalru-Jo(who acquired tl1c
free activity o! Ba ·so - -see Introductory Word).
Ba-sound Hyaku·jo, a teacher and a disciple , had prac1lsed together !or twenty years. It was sin ·
cerc Hyaku -jo who !uUllled the absolute request or his teacher 8a·so. 11 was kind Ba-so who rccog·
nized his disciple's train of relative eCCort and helped to switch him over to the full awakening of
relative and absolute. They are a good example of the relationship between a teacher and a disciple.
When we come to a thorough understanding or the oneness or the relative and the absolute, we wlll
realize that wha1 Ba-so said was right because of Hyalru-jo's en.llghtenment. Or It may be said that
the wild ducks did not fly away because or Hyaku-Jo's true practice . In short, Hyaku·jo completed
this relative conversation provided by Ba ·so. Here Is the true sense of the oneness or practice and
en! lghtenment.
Appreciatory Word by Setcho
Oh Wild Oucksl How many of you uoderstand them? Ba-so saw them and started the conversation
with Hyaku·Jo. His great congue covers the mountains' clouds and the moon above the vast ocean with
one lofty sentiment. But Hyalru ·Jo remained unaware of his trUe nature and said the wUd ducks were
flymg away. Indeed! Except foe the~ and the .e!l!!.• their true nature would bave flown off. What
else would you say but to cry out: Sayl say something!

