1881 Bush Street
8an Franeclsco, California
Auguat 5, 1961

Reverend Relrin Yamada
¢/6 RAFU ZENSHUJI-BETSUIN
123 SBouth Hewltt Street
ios Angeles, California

Pear Reverend Yamadas

¥e, the medlitation group at SckoJi under Reverend Suzuki,
have declided teo establish a study center for laymen here
in 3an Prancieco, California, Thie center will be founded
primgrily for the purpose of praoctiecing meditaticn. studye
ing Buddhiem in genersl and emphasizing Dogen's orizinal
Zen in particular,

¥e are searching for the pure and original Zen, which is
universal in its concept. It must be sulted to the American
people, meet thelr 1ife situsiions aml thereby, it will
flourish on American soll. Thies Zen can neither be overs
ritvallistic nor lack intellectusl atimulation,

Affi1l%atlon with the Sotoshu of Japan is desirable and
necesrary, ainee we wlll look to it for spiritusl guldance,

We realize that Westerners meeting with Zen meditation for
the flirst time will be confronted with many problems,

This center will provide a means to understand those
probleme, glving insight into thelr nature and origin and the
way to ultlmate freedom,

We aleo realize that the way of Zen ie through each individuvalls
effort, thereby making right understanding and rigbt practice
esgential,

%e belleve that the groner approach to Zen In the Weet ls
“In the market place’ & subacribed by Huang Poj thercfore,
the center's activities must be go directed, It will try
to prepare people to 1ive a poetiec life in the soclsl cone
ditione as they exlst, not by negeting the 1ife situvation
but rather bringing out ites true nature and purpose,

During your last visit here, you spoke of a Zen Gakuin for
Ja"aﬂeee and American prlests and sugEEQted that our group
would be known as sup-orters of thie, We hope that in the
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near futupe, the center will be financially eable to help with
the support of the Zen Gakuin) however, our imredliate problem
is the founding of a study center, .

A tres pust have roots hefore the branches and lesves can
ApnRLTe

Ag the center growe In mnembers and vitallty, 1t could and would
help support such an instltute., We bLope that in the immediate
future the center will be able to support an assiestant priest
at Bokoli to ald Reverend 3uzukli in cur heavy training schedule,
This priest oould be a forerunner of the Zén Gakuin,

" Accompanying this letter are the proposed conetitution snd the

initial program of sotivities of the genter for your ccnale
deration.

In order to form this center we must incorporate under the ,

California State law, Before we ¢an incorporate, we must send

& letter to Sacramento encloeling the proposed name and outline

of constitution for the organization., We are presently ralsing
the money for this purpone, '

The name “Zen Center" has been chesen for ite simplicity,
syabolie inference and sound. It cen esaily be found in the
telephone directory under Zen, eliminating the 4irficulty we
have sl]l met when initially leooking for Sckoli. VYe bélleve
that the name should contain the word Zen and denote & plsce of
ptudy in English, ‘

If you feel that the name 18 too brief, it eould be lengihened
to "zen Buddhilst Center®, "Zen Buddhiet Study Center” or simply
YZen Study Center®, Ve awalt your concurrence with this name
before writing to the Seoretary of the State of Califernia,

Soon after incorperating, we will be faced with the problem of
facilities to house our activitiez, ¥We¢ plan to begin the

center here at Sokeo )i and we hepe te recsive permlission from

the memdbers to impreove the Heditatlon Hall eo that 1t will
express in simple elegance an stmoaphere of susterity, spaclouse
ness and the underststed beauty for which Zen 1s =zo0st noted,

We feel that thils Ianprovement is very impertant, as it 1s one

of the most vital means of incressing membership, For each person

making thelir inltisl visit to the improved Heditstion Hall, it
will be a2 visible expresslon of the practice of Zen.

Flease forzive us for the length of this lettery 1t was somehow
imposeible to make it any brilefer, We feel very cloese to you,
and therefore, in our humble way, wanted to express the hopes
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and ideas concerning this group's part in making Zen a living
and vital contributing factor to the American way of life.

We send our kindest thoughts and blessings with thils letter.
and hope that you will soon have time to pay us another visit
here in San Franeisco.

Untll then, we anxliously await your answer and thoughts cone-
cerning our intentions. We remain,

Respectfully youre,



