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. JULY '82,

OUR PAGES ARE YOUR LETTERS

U.L. Friends, 753 LhLth Av,
San Francisco, CA 9412l

The "Universal life Friends' are a small and informal correspondence
group within the Universal Life Church, We meet mostly mostly by shar-
ing our letters with each other in a publication called the "Universal
Life Friends Letter', coming out every month or two.

We are essentially a non-sectarian group but we take as our motto an
0id Quaker saying: "There is that of God in every one'. We understand
this to be a fundamental truth, found not just in Christianity, but in
one way or another in all religions. We also believe this to be a truth
harmonizing perfectly with the fundamental belief of the. Universal Life
Church: "As an organization we have no traditionzl doctrine. We only be-
lieve in *that which is right'. Each individual has the privilege and
responsibility to determine 'what is right* as long as it does not in-
fringe on the rights of others. We do not stand between you and your
God!". '‘The UL Friends as a group have no further doctrine, although as
individuals we may take it on from there, each in our own way. This
puts a big emphasis on individualism, but we would equally emphasize
that we be friends, and share more with:each other.

“For our "subscription fee' we ask that you write us a letter now and
then, sharing your religious concerns and 1n51ghts with us. We will
then publiish it in our "UL Friends letter'. We will try to publish
everything we recieve, although that might not always be possible.

In general letters should be of a religious nature, but we under-
stand this in a very broad sense, so a poem, a drawing, or a bit of
humor =~ might be quite sappropriate. Some might write in the spirit of
Quaker silent worship, and define that in a very traditional sense.
That would be great, but we have no intention of being so restrictive.
Most of us are far too inhibited about such already. Zen letters, Sufil
letters, Hare Krishna letters - all are welcome.

It is our hope and belief that our letters will somehow help us open.
our hearts to each other, and be every bit as meaningful and fruitful
as the spoken word. Hopefully too more than a few deep friendships
might also develop in this way.

Newcomers might begin with a more general letter of introduction to
“the- group. letters should be either typed or clearly 1eg1ble, and of
a reasonable length. P






Linda has sent the following, o
and invites us all to join in. THE GREAT INVOCATION 375,

o P RALESGOOUILLs 0 b | From the poine of Ligh:
celebrated Sept. 1-7. “Sponsored" et the nindo of mem.
:gén;;rfer;;éﬁggﬁlo?eail gés‘gﬁ . Let Light descend on Earth.
FRIS UNAN T ot o1 o
Embracing A1l Planetary Prisoners Let love stream forth into

the hearts of men.
P.0. Box 1517, Redondo Beach, CA90278 May Cheiet roturm o Earth.

From the center where the
Will of God is known

Let purpose guide the
little wills of men--

The Purpose which the
Masters know and serve.

From the center which we
call the race of men

Let the Plan of Love and
Light work out

, And may it seal the door

ANYONE b] where evil] dwells.

PEDEEH&LE Y APPERRAMLE Let Light and Lov d P
g e and Power
FrRoM ANY - Restore the Plan on Earth.
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Join in Urgent
Plea for Peace
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) "EMBRACE THE TIGER"
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“  The Reconstruction of the
Fird Cyele of an Octoge-

] sxian ., .. ‘ .
AR =-By Dr. R. C, Richards

- —— *

My mother told me that I

wdt born December B, 1897,

and this Is Deec. 8, 1977;

_ 1hevefore, 1 have made 80
"~ fwps with the earth on its
" jewrney around the sun, or a
< 44al of 538 million miles
'free ride cach year, total-

o i"q about 44 billion 640 thou-

~ 7 sond miles. The outing has

- ;h].:,ys & part voiuntarily ar
. 0

been interesting. The play

- has been continuous. It has
“ben good and bad acting.
Jt Fas been drama withcom-

and tragedy, and ihere

bt been considerable farce.
Thave found thit every hu-

' v being is an actor and

¥

A}

agh c¢ompulsion. My
ing has been commend-
oo cvl-,tolerated and criticized.

.. Wy possessions have been
. sefnt attimes, but ordinarily
iy have been ample. 1bave
v cbserved that the indolent
howe " little enjoyment and

J ygeh griel. My life has been
-5t happy when it has been

A West strenuous.

Jw early childheod T was

i pogsesed with two seem-

. . imly conflicting ambitioas -
i “Twnated to sea the warldand
" Tuanted the zenith of acade-
wAlt learning. Hut upon an-
a[gzing my innate potential

“ i became glaringly clear
+ hef I did not have what it
"',.Takes to achieve the latter,
) efore i must succumb
" dothe former, This was

) iifurbing since | was one of

i < children whose parents

" weve paor West Texas farm-
Vv, How was I to see the
world since ] knew nothing

. ohout traveling and had not
, THe wherewith for fare or
sustenance? What 1 did
have though was gritand de-
TJermination rogardless of
rediequences, and 1 guess.
tyeould call me a dream-

1. 1 cooked up many ideas

Tt never did materialize.

.+ finally, 1 slipped out of bed
o2 night at the tender age of
Leand struch out afoot to
-.8etihe wuorld, withnota thin
< i in my pockel. The going
g rough and T missed o fot
Of ‘Med[x any, iine TAviidhse.

* who slept on dcorﬂz.teps. {
wasn't chooseyabouta place
to sleep. "
L]

I  worked at anvthing [
couid get a job doing, often
not more than one day ona
Job for a buck or less. Thert
one day I hit the key note
-~ - a chance to quench my
thirst{ to see the world, orat
leasl to see some of what
the world contained besides
myself - I joined a circus:
f hired out as a dishwasher,
but soon was promoted to
cook’s assistant. On the
farm we all pitched in to do
what was necessarly, $olbad
learnt a litle aboul the culi~
rary arts. I fitted in as a
trooper fast. Wages were
small but I got my eats and
a bunk to sleep on. The mov-
ing about was [dscinating.
After  getting < broke-in”
as a trooper | moved from
one circus lo ancther. Last-
ly with Sells~Flioto and Buf-
fzlo Bill (William F, Cody).
There my job was the total
care of 3 of Buffalo Bill's
performing horses. In  my
book, Wm. F. Cody'was the
greatest, ;

My career in show biz
came to an end with act-
ress Pauling Fredrick in
the Theatre playcalled **Mza-

.dame X", ‘in which I played

Ur. HKichards sent this to me, and [
want to ghare it with you., He wrote it

some time ago, as "Birthday Anniversary | -/

Reflections'. Dr. Richards wes one of
the first ULC ordinees in the early 60%s
A.C.D.

the mrt of a Zendarme '

(French policeman), The u-
piform I wore was Lthe most

tascinating part of my job.~
Now 1 had reached some :

degree of maturityand it was
time to start thinking about
the more serious things of
life. _ .
Perhaps the most impor
tant thing I had learned dur-
ing this spree of seemingly
wasted energy was that my

two childhood ambitions
were, after all, not conflict-
ing; that '. education is

watching and learning (rom
men and things.’’ Ifeel sym-
pathetic toward the- person

who has only academic
learning, :

Then, at the age of 20, I
acguired the intimate

friendship of 2 medical doc-
tor who convinced me that I
did have the potential for
‘higher learning, He had sul-
ficient: confidence in me to
invite me’ to allow him Lhe
privilege of belng my
preceptor for one year, with
his assurance that after one
year with him ({ree tuition}
I could qualifly for entrance
to pre-med, In those days
the medical schools were not
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so uplight astheyarenow, so ‘Then, ~my feet started
in the year of 1919 [ entered itching. I soon found myself
Hardin-Simmons University working as 8 salesman in
8s a pre-med, Admitiingly, L. A. 's teading department
1 tound the basic subjects of store. Forthenext{ew years
medical practice difficult I worked in practically all
for an ‘*oldtrooper”toassi- of the large department
milate, and it was not until I stores on the Pacilic Coast,
had matriculated that I dis— During all these years,
covered that Thadbeenread- having been bilten by the
ing bouks far in advance for +Healing Arts Bug?, I still
pre-med students, dreamed of becoming a doc-
. In the interim, I had tor. Had I known the dis-
become engaged (as said by  appointments that were to
Mr. Herbert W. Armstrong, follow after *hanzing out my
president of Ambassador shingle’, 1 probably would
College, of his recent mar- have directed my epergies
riage) ‘o the loveliest of elsewhere. [ had been dis-
lovelies,”” and of course, I  jllusioned into thinking that
couldn®t let her down for a  doctors were Infallible little
career in medicine or any - gods and that pills, adjust-
thing - else. So, on Sepl. ments. and taiking cured
30, 1919, I £aid #1 do’’ and disease, Be that as it may,
suddenly 1 became a bene- my greatest momenl came
dict. Thiscreatedadditional  when [ received notice from
financial problems and since the California State Board
1 was already straining 2a of Exdminers that 1 hadbeen
point, trusting to providence awarded license to practice
to see me through. But, in Califoraia., [ had been
sadly, by the end of the tense ever since attempting
first semester 1 became a  {o write the Board some two
dropout. There was no way. weeks earlier. ! was the
About that time, there was dumbest ope in my gradu-
an onening for assistant - ating class, and I just knewy
manager -of the local F. W. . that | would flunk the exam.
Woolworth store. Withnoth- - It was hard to believe thaf
ing but «*grit' to backmeup, § bhad received an average
1 applied for the johand, to grading of 91 in the 10 sub~
my surprise, I was hired. jects required in order to
The manager wasaprinceol be eligible for licensure.
a lellow and we struck it oif = Soon [ was to kang out my
fine, but I didn’t like the shingle and engage ina vo-
coanfinement, and the work cation that had been my life
was not intersting, soinless = long dream. . Having been .
than a year, 1 tendered my awarded a doctoratieandduly
resignation. o licensed to practice, how-
For the next twe years, . ever, was. not the end of
| worked as traveling sales- my search for wisdom and

man for a furniture manu- understanding. Nay, far
facturer. Then in 1922, 1 from i#. These were only
took  Horace Greeley's stepping siones that opzned

advice, +'goWest, youngman, the door to a never ending
go West ® and found myself search for the Purpose of
stranded in Los Angeles, Life in all of its manifesta-
Jobs were scarce every- tions, ! wag to plunge into
wheire in those days, but the fields of religion, theo-
there was a sort of building logy, philoscphy, anthropo-
boom ont there, and having logy, ‘occultism, archaeolo-
had some exparience inthe gy, psychology, mysticism,
buildirg trades, I landed & Brahmism, Stoicism, Tap-
job quickly, I woarked as . ism, Shintoism, Confucian-
journeyman fo- aboat a year, "~ ism, and all the other isms.
at which dme | became a Perhaps the greatest words of
sub-contractor. This €00~  wisdom ] have learnt to say
tinued for aboai three years. aps. ] doa™ know.” Iam a
gontinued
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DR, RICHARDS

sechker.

The biographies of all the
grcat philosophers have al-
ways beenvery fascinating to
me. I bave heenmostdeeply
impressed with Bmmerson,
Thoreau, and Whitrman, all

of whom admonished simpli-

city and moderation in all
things, Toquote: (Fmmer-
son): 10 you would he sim-
ply heautiful, be beautifully
simple,” (Thoreau) <*f wouald
vather sit upoa a pumpkin
than to sit upon a throne.”
(Whitman): I believe 1
could live with theanimals.”
There was a time in my
life that I liked luxurious
living and the non-sensical
chase for sensual gratifica-
tio, but whea one reaches
true maturity, he sees the
folly of ali this wasted ener-
gy and reaches out [or

more enduring and noble

things of life.

While traveling this path,
I have mixed and mingled
with people in all walks of
life, from derelicts to
statesman. and I firmly be-

lieve that deep in the hieart
of the mosi calloused
criminal is a spark of the
devine, and by the samo
token deep inthe heart of the
most pious rellgicaist is a
spark of the rold devil'.
Lite has to be that way
because the Order of the
Universe Is dualistic -- hal
and cold, wet and dry, love
and’ hate, and so on to in-
finity. -

Finally, let me say that
the pirpose of writing this
life story is not for self-
emulation, but rather, hope~
fully, that it may be read

by some :.'oung person who
yearns for higher acheive-
ments in life but fcels in-
adequate to attain his or her
gaal, To such a person ]
would say:**Take heart! If
the desire and the will-is
strong enough, the way will

be provided - from posibi-

Iity to actuality. Substitute
the words [ ean™t’ with */f
can’ and 1 will’. Es

steadlast [n your detormine
ation. Turn a deaf ear to
those whe would discourage
you.  Listen to the voice
withi. Think decply upon
the old Greek maxism:. *Aan
Know Thyself,”

Persistence is a powerful
tool that breaks allbarriers!

In rerum patura,

Dr. R, C, Richards

ADDENDUM: =

During the course of my
77th trip around the sun,
1 built my own coffin and
dug my own grave!

Now on my 8dih trip, I
am giving about sixteen
hours a day of my time to
animaj welfare, The only

‘pay I get is their love.

¥ ® ¥ & &

Dear UL Friends:
I've been readipg the newsletters since the first issue. I find no easy expla-
nation of what it is, but there is something unique and of real value in them.
I don't want to write mbout myself at this time. I'll just say I'm 52 years old,
divorced, father of two girls, ex~community college teacher, a wanderer, a seeker,
an adventurer , and at times a finpder.
, It geems to me that some of you might want to come and spend some time with us at
Harbin Hot Springs, near Middletown in Lake county Californiam. Harbin Springs is a
wellefinanced Spa and a communiiy of 5C or so people of various ages and interests.
We exchange work for living space and the use of the facilities here (rooms, cabins,
kitechens, washers, hot, warm and cold poola, 1100 acres of rolling country land,
gardens, tools, sundecks, etc.).
We are a "New fge''center, We have things such as Tai Chi, meditation, massege,
interest in eastern religions, psychotherapies, workshops, alternative schools,
singles, couples, families, encounters, etc., etc.. We don't have any rigid philoso~-
phy or practice or any particular guru or master.
-You can come here for a few days or weekes as a visitor paying or doing work-ex-
change for rent. You'll need money for a deposit and food. You can become a
member-applicant if you decide to stay onm a long ~-term basis.
Harbin is a place where people with little money can explore a rather simple
and usually quiet and peaceful country life. It's not a paradise. We bring our egos
here and we have conflicts at times, We have rules and people who are leaders,

co~grdinating and making policy, etc. etc..

' INTRODUCTIONS

L]

We take in people who can take care of themselves and get along with others. We
don't pry into or investigate backgrounds and life-histories. We do have to ask
people to leave now and then when they don't fit in.

If you'd like more information , write me. I'll send yon our information and
literature and answer any specific questions you might have. I've been here_about
e year and understand the place reasonably well.
In Friendship,
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Breck.

Barbin Springs Box 282

Middletown,

CA 95461



Brother Del Rice seands his besi to everyons, and has sent the Tollowing Two poems.

The second ome is copyrighted and is mot to be republished. It ie part of a fund
raising effort for & prison ministry, msnd ithose who wiah to help ¢an order it im

& colerful calligrephic form by a professionsl cosmmercial artist for §2.50 by ‘ j?‘,
sending to 1087 Ames Av., Dayton, Ohio b54=2,

i, ewgwﬁ gocg }m‘ a%rgm f}é
that & » f}z@ ACFie Ve, J

I 1048 Bid

Hoat [oriqht Zmzm Tuanbly %o chery...
Dol e heth, 97T

Yot I mggin} do 5%@%@ ‘émﬁgﬁ

Was given in 12@%.% %}a
Hhat I wuiqht eer nﬁ'.st
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thatl I maﬁ% gse jgg

Wwas 55’wen POE
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I @M Kzaower‘,
%1&45‘ jic mgﬁné Lave #he gﬁmzse ﬁg men,

w«w 5:@@:& 19zl €53,
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. Fiahwe i sy madher. ..
" Fhe Universe js myy WIY ...
Eernily is vy hingdom .. .
Tomorlalily js my Life. ..
Fhe Phind s iy bouse. ..
Tt is Foazg w@m}njgf .-
Lope 35wy law ... |
Jorm I8 1y m@z%%ymg@ﬁ:wn .
Conseienpe 33 my guide . . .
Face is my sheller ...
Experience s puy school . ..
Ohslasle s gy lesson . &)\ 4
@ﬁﬁﬁ&iﬁ% iz myy sl
B 15 i g G
£} 8 }?‘gﬂ"ﬁg Wﬁ@g - o it
Work 3s my é&wj.%ﬁ qd o J
Light is sy reaicabion ...~ v
Friend is muy sompanion .. =
; ﬂcﬁyﬁw@zg iz my inskrycfor...

Netghlor is my breligr... <
Shryggle is my opportwitsy. ..
Futury Jime is my promisg. .,
Equilibrism is my dHithude . ..
Order iz pay gﬁﬁﬁi . s e
Pesdyy is myy Jded).., 7.
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PESSENCE OF “LIFEY, Copyrighted
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LETTERS RECEIVED

Tom Critchett ?10 Devonshlre #30
. Sl e Cellna, Oh1o h5822 e e S
Dear Frlends. - B

-As Christians you read of prophets who”talked tm God“ and “saw Angels“
As philosophers you've read of the Greek civilizations who worshiped
many "Gods" and both "saw" and }learned from them- Plato's Republic 400BC.

As frightened Protestants, we often saw apparitions that we called
. Devils and Wishes, and in Ireland we hear of leprechauns.

Finally history grew to the age of mediums who claim some great ecto-
plasam forms called the Dead, and then came Hypno~Age-Regression, Para-
psychology, and the over-used word Psychics- people who see mentally and
hear voices in their head.

Science has studied the addiction to morphine and heroin to discover
what they call brain fluid and spinal fluid ''peptides'- hormonal struc-
tures of atomic size that interact on brain '"receptors', causing various
mental events. Some dull pain, some ward off disease.

One hormone, Beta Endorphin seems to be thewall' between the cons-
cious and the subconscious, and deficiencies cause varying forms of schi-
zophrenia. The less endorphin produced in the body, the more pain we suf-
fer and the more schizoprenic we become. It is this deficiency that also
allows the brain to act as a television set- the barrier between the world
of real matter and the '"etheric" becoming thinner and more accessible.

Once this wall is thinned, what happens depends on the individuals per-
ception of his world and hls deepest subconscious beliefs..

Those unconscious on operating tables whose hearts stop temporarily.
awake to tell of crossing this same "“wall'.down a dark tunnel, to see
what they are psychologically conditioned to see- Heavens, Hells, Angels,
Devils, or just dead relatives.

When all this process happens due to illness or Hypnotic-age- re?re551on,
or both, the individual sees and hears within his or her head things
not normally perceived. They see the Dead.

Practice, patience, and persistence improves these abilities and one
learns of intuitive feelings, and what they are, mean, and where they
come from, if one is curious. )

The only difference between insane or hallucinational states and the
Psychic world is one's degree of accuracy at knowing things one has no
conscious logical way of knowing. Many women have around l€% accuracy
at intuition due to the necessity of knowing of the welfare of a speech-
less baby. Once birth and pre-natal experiences are remembered and re-
lived, the accuracy rises to above 20%. Continued regression to past
deaths and lives raises the accuracy, and finally re-living what happens
between lives gives one the ability to see and converse with all who re-
main in that state.

Being a '"spiritest'" simply means one sees the forms energy takes once
out of the human body. Energy aware of itself projects its self-image out
of a desire to be seen, and desire motivates energy to think telepathi-
cally in words to the receiving brain. "

No voodoo, no mystery, no hocus pocus, just people, with an ego's desire
to be seen and heard.

Energy also holds a pictorial record of all of history, and once seen
these pictures take on a life of their own, moving like a program, to
explain themselves. Telepaths see these pictures, as do the dead, so see-
ing the dead brings one's extra-sensory perception accuracy up over 50%,
and according to omne's past lives occupations, the greatest accuracy will
be in the areas one has experienced,

The noted Parapsychologists Edith Fieor, Helen Wambah, and Raymond
Moody, among others, are discovering these realities as research on Beta
Endorphin continues at San Francisco State University, Stanford, Ann
Arbor Michigan, and M.I.T. in Boston.
continued
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q, Being Psychic is nothing unnatural or abnormal, it is simply the way of
S~ the future and the ancient way of liberation from the pains of human ex-
perience.

I may be uneducated but 1 have learned a few things, and a lot of my
information comes from the offices of the Surgeon General of the U.S..
after convincing myself I was not totally insane. _

Thus I can look at the face and eyes of anyone in person,or in a photo,
and know anything I desire - through the "Light' of '"Love'", "God", "Gods"
"Heavens' or "Angels',

Sceptics are not convinced, believers fear, and those who just want to
hear what the dead say don't care for the Truth, so I retired from such,
with very few special exceptions.

Doubt 1s easy, so I suggest that those who love deeply enough to wor-
ship '""Peace' and the "Light' go beyond mere worship, and get up from
your prostrate positions and start looking for your self.

Man's highest state is to rise above blind obediance,and to think., His
greatest accomplishment is to find himself by himself, for himself.

Sincerely, Tommy
o}

Dear Friends: .

The recent issue of the UL Friends Letter seems to have really pressed my
button. We all seem to have & strong sense of freedom, which is threatened,
oot only by the actual prison we may be in, but by the wider prison the rest of
us live in~ Society. To be an individual is becoming very difficult ms those around
us try te force us into their siraightjacket of conformity. Brothers and sisters,
resist. ' :

Perhaps Dr. Martin Luther King was right in saying that we need a new system where
we will not be a threat to each other.

I like the slogan we had in the '60's -~ Make Love , Not War,

Sincerely, Rev. John Holman

P.0. Box 513
Billerica, Mass. 01821
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UNIVERSAL LIFE FRIENDS LETTER, NEWS & NOTES '.3'

4. This Letter is out a little late. It was supposed to be in the mail the first of
the month, but instead it is the last. That is still not bad, when you coapare
it to the recent performence of the ULC Modesto Newspaper. The next issue will
hopefully be out about the last of September.

We seem to be settling down to a more stable esubscribers list, as might be
hoped. Those of you wanting to spread the word further might suggest & friend
or two to whom we might send a complimentary copy. Also we would like to know
how you feel about sending a copy to certailn libraries. One might feel apprehen-
sive about that, since we so empasize that everybody participates.

The clerk cuntinues to promise too make az spelling ercr or twe, 50 that you
need not feel to guilty about your own.

In order to protect your privacy, we will not print your full neme and address
unlese you give us specific instructions to do so. Also if necessary you can -
write someone in care of us, and we will forward.

2. Brother Del Riece suggests that others concernesd about B.B.B. (Brothers
Behind Bars) write to him, enclosing en S.A.S.E. As well as carrying on cor-
respondence, Del is hoping others might help in setting up a half-way home
for reformed ex-cons, the need being: great everyvhere. Priscners too please
vrite expressing your ideas sbout this, and perhaps about the idea of an
Ex-Con brotherhood. Sombody-hee to do it, and maybe its us.

3. Quite a few of you have asked whether we have some formal comnection with
Quakerism. No, we have ncne, at least so far, and in any casé no more so
than with Zen or &t least a half a dozen other religious groups.

That 1s not to say it wouldn't be a good idea for a group of us who feel
egpecially drewn to Quakerism to start a little offshoet '"UL Quaker Letter',
On the contrary, we would greatly welcome the idea, at least when the time
ceemed right. The same goes for Zen, which es a matter of fact may be about
to happen.socohn.

Hensley once ssid, about the ULC, that once having tzeted real freedom,
you will never be the same again. That is probebly true of many of us, and
in that sense, liberal as the Quakers and Zenh oftem are, they will not seem
te go quite far enough.

Nevertheless in my opinion the best description of what the UL Friends
are trying to aim at in meeting by mail, is found in the unstructured mostly
silent meetinge of the eard¥y Friends. They gethered in & spirit of worship
and meditation, and spoke only when moved to do so from their hearts. We
write instead.

I thought then it might be relevant to include two pages describing
the Friends. Note especially the first part of guestion five.

Thé following 2 pages are from a pamphlet distributed by the "Friends
General Conference!, 1520 B Race st., Philadelphia, PA 19102,

Sincerelw,
Ananda Claude Delenberg
Clerk, UL Friends
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source itself. However, reliance upon the Inner Light fed
Fricnds in the 18th cenlury io decreased emphasis upon the
Bible as a source of refigious wisdom. The Evangelical and
Revival movements influenced Jarge sepments of American
Quakerism in the 19th century and brought a new authority

to the Bible and a literalism of interpretation. From this, in
time, many Friends fell themselves liberated. Today, espe-
cially among more orthodox and evangelical Friends, the
Christian Secriptures are interpreted and honored as in a
special sense the Word of God.

“concerns”

What are the principal
ond activities of Friends?

The belief that there is a potentizl for good in all persons
—as indeed also the capacity for evill—makes Friends
sensitive 1o human degradation, ignorance, superstition,
suffering, injustice, exploitation. Under 2 sense of concemn
—inner prompting, divine abedience, urgency-—Friends are
drawn to humanitarian callings and to programs of educa-
tion and evangelism, to projecis of service and constructive
action.

Early Friends went out with the Good WNews of their
quickened faith to the American Colonies, and they bore
their message of Truth to Czar, Sultan, and Pope. With
changed perspectives, this missionary witness for Christ
continues under the Friends Untted Meeting and the evan-
gelical Yearly Meetings—in Alaska, in Latin America, in
Africa, in Asia. There is a new concern, too, for sharing
of human resources with the developing peoples, and trans-
national programs are now encouraged by Friends World
Committee.

Many Friends today are pressing for more rapid social
change by nonviclent means; for reform of the present
systemn of criminal justice; for real cquality of opportunity
in employment, housing and education; for elimination of
prejudice and discriminaticn against minority groups and
the underprivileged. The American Friends Service -Com-
mittee plays an important part in furthering these Quaker
concerns, which are indeed the continuing expression in
action of historic Friends testimonies,

What are the historic and
continuing Quaker “festimonies”?

The Quaker testimonies—what Friends have stood for
publicly as a form of Christian witness—derive from their
central beljef in the essential oneness and equatity of all
persons {women no less than men). This has found expres-
sion in simplicity of life style, integrity in personal relations,
and at times controversial stands on public issues.

The Peace Testimony is perhaps the most widely known
of these. Taken as a whole, the Society of Friends is strongly
opposed to war and to conscription. It seeks to remove the

causes of war; it tries to reconcile factions and nations; it
ministers to suffering on both sides of conflicts; it helps to
rebuild at war's-end. It witnesses creatively to the power
of nonviolenze in the rnovement toward social change.
While there have indeed been “fighting Quakers” bearing
arms in every Amelican war, and some young Friends have
accepted the draft, many declare themselves conscientious
objectors, and others are active draft resisters (refusing to
register or in any way cooperate with the war system).

Racial brotherhood is another Friends testimony. Quaker
colonists in. America were {air and friendly with their Indian
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neighbors, and they carly advocated the abolition of slavery,
Today Friends work as friends with and for American
Indians,” Negroes/Blacks, Mexican-Americans and other
ethnic groups in the United States and Canada, and with
indigenous peoples in Mexico and elsewhere {hroughout the
world.

Many Friends today are non-proselytizing, disinclined to
witness verbally for their central religious beliefs, Wit
nessing for Christ, however, so earnestly a part of early
Quakerism, continues to be the crowning testimony of
evangelical Friends.

€3

&

What is the meaning of "the Quaker Way”
and “fthe manner of Friends”?

The Quaker Way is simply the way Friends at their best
(and with all their differences) put into practice their deep-
est beliefs.

One example is the meeting for business conducted after
the manner of Friends. Such a meeting proceeds in the spirit
of worship and openness to divine leading. Questions are
not decided by majority rule. The presiding clerk tries to be
sensitive to the meeting's search for trnnh and unity.
Strongly opposed views are often reconciled through supges-
tion of a Third Way; or in a period of silent worship dif-
ferences are quietly resolved; or decision is held over to a
later meeting, awaiting further insight, information, under-
standing. No vote is taken. When the clerk sees clearly that
censensus has been reached, he phrases and rephrases what
he believes to be “the sense of the meeting " —approval is
voiced or apparent—ithe minute is racorded.

In ministry and service to others, however disadvantaged,
the Quaker way is to identify witk them, to share and work

with them in dignity, to approach those who oppose them
with openness and faith. When their witness and concern
bring Friends face to face with illegal or repressive author-
ity, nonviclence is an essential part of the way Friends
approach the oppressars as persons.

i How do people become members
'E@ of the Society of Friends?

Each individual Friend holds membership in a particular
Friends meeting or church, and in this way belongs to the
Society of Friends.

Children born into Quaker homes and brought up in a
Friends meeting/church, may in time be accepted as adult
members. Other persons, who are attracted to membership
by the faith, witness, or fellowship of Friends—who feel
themsclves ready to become members of a Friends meeting
or church by “convincement™ or conversion or by transfer
from another retigious hody-—are encouraged te apply for
membership, -

There is such a wide range of conviction and belief within
the Quaker framework that persons of quite dissimitar views
may find somewhere within it their spiritual home, oppor-
tunity to worship and serve with others of the same per-
suasion. Spesking truth to each other in fove, as Christian
neighbors, would be the Quaker way for Friends—with ali
their variations—to feel themselves “members one of
another” {Eph. 4:25}.
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