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The Way of the Gateless Gate • • • 

Peter Schneider, a student: 
"Does a man have a 

or does the finger have the 
"Buddha nature has the 
"What is Buddha nature7 
"You can't lift it up \I 

men." 
It is said that there an 

right answers to a koan an 
are also none. Paul Reps 
book ZEN FLESH, ZEN 
says, ". • • the koan it 
the answer, and bv the tim 
is a right answer to it 
dead..'' 

Zen adherents are quick 
out that koans are not m 
be They deal 'Nith 

rather than words 
serve to break the armor 
student's verbalism and an 
to live in the illimitable. 

One of the /',en c!dherents 
Ivloumain now is Kobun Ci 
young Zen monk and schola 
.)<ipan. 

His English was broker 
spoke to hin1 with the ai 
student,, :This is Kobun's fir 
in America and he arrivE 
three months ago. l tried tc 
tion him about what he ma 
of the strange (to him) "' 
which Americans come to 
had in mind the off - th 
guesses of a number of tb 
dents that half to three- qu 
of the students had used L 
fore coming to Zen. 

LSD 
Zen Master Shunryu Suzu 
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1 called the nurnber ~.:~·le e f:..-0~1 
] amesburg, a Ct_\:r~rrH.m!:~· of abo~ . .tt· 

' ~ r: :..:.-sr~ seventv - n~·o labors 
:~~-o ught us this .. r ic>z; \Ve should 

---



know how -it comes to us. 
Second, as we receive this of­

fering, we should consider 
- whether our virtue and prac:­

tice deserve it. 
Third, as we desire the natural 
order of mind, to be free from 
clinging we must be free from 
greed. 

Fourth, to support our life, we 
take this food. 

Fifth, to attain our Way we take 
this food," 

New students wishing to stay 
onger than three or four days 
are required to sit in Tangaryo 
(intens ive meditation) for from 
three to five days. In Tangaryo 
in Japan the meditation rooms have 
peepholes. If you slouch some 
lurking monk ill come in and 
sl m you -wigi s ck, 

ounta 
h 

like dungeons from inside, I took 
the baths and the plunge and the 
steamed dungeons and felt phys ic­
ally totally revitalized. 

The baths and steam rooms are 
supposed to ~ sexually segre­
gated, there are -both men's and 
women's, but many of the Zen 
Mountain people choose one or the -
other - on the basis of water and 

to cover 

ZEN RITES 
The solemn Zen rites included -

Dick' s posing and answering of 
koans , traditional Zen r iddles fo r 
opening and redeemi.ng che rn inct 
He answer ed this one posed by 
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Peter Schneider, c student : 
uooes a man hav~ a · finger, 

or does the finger have the man?" 
"Buddha natui.·e has the man." 
"What is Buddha nature?" 
" You can't life it up with' ten 

men.:·~ 

It is said that there are many 
right answers to a koan and there 
are also none. Paul Reps in his 
book ZEN FLESH, ZEN BONES 
says, " . . . the koan itself is 
the answer, and by the time there 
is a_ r ight ans\Ver to it Zen is 
d ·2ad/' 

Zen adher.ents are quick to point 
oLH: that koans are not meant to 
be logical. They deal with states 
of m .i.nd rather than words . They 
serve to -b~eak the armor of the 
student•s \~erb2Iis rr1 ,and allow hiln 
to live in the illim irnbie. 

One of the Zen iidhe rents at Zen 
~v1ounta .~n no\v is Kobun Chino, a 

. young Len rnonk and scholar frorn 
J apan .. 

His English was broken and - 1 
spoke to him WI. th the aid of a 
student., This is Kobun' s ·first time 
in A1n eri. c:a and he arr-ived . only 
three tno nths ago. I tried to que~ ­
tion him about \Vhat he .n1ay -think 
of the s trange (to him) ways in 
which Americans come to Zen. I 
had in mind the off - the - cuff 
guesses of a number of the stu­
dents that half. to three .quarters 
of the students had used LSD be­
fore coming to Zen. 



n o -
asteries where · n d en 
wear exactly the s e c th~·n 
(uniform robes) and ha th ·r 
heads and eyelashes shaved. ;: . 1 

Suzuki seems s trangely ~ja~- ­
anes <:: and a bit Arr,eric~n m his 
supporr fo r a bas ic s.Hy un egulat­
ed approach to Zer, enlig enment. 
He says b.e is not at all con-· 
cerned abc;.:t hair length but pre- · 
fers shaved !":,;ads . "The shaved 
hefiC. ~E" ~he ulti.r~-,~~1:~. i!! hair styles/' 

WITH SUZUKI 
· in.t8r\:iev!'· ~!d him in his cabin 
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